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meee ere vOnbirhe rl Rol EDITION 


ITH the present volume the portion of Yaqit’s work 

which is known to be preserved comes to an end. Repeated 
inquiries addressed to various parts of the Moslem world have 
hitherto elicited no evidence that the second and fourth volumes 
of the original work are still in existence; the meagre abstract 
of the latter by Sprenger, preserved in the Berlin Library, proves 
that it survived until the Indian Mutiny; of the former there 
appears to be no trace even in the work of Suyuti (900 A.H.). It 
is fortunate that the volumes which have been preserved contain 
some of the most interesting and important biographies. As such 
we may certainly designate those of Jahiz, Sibawaihi, Hariri, 
Tabari, and Shafi, which will be found in this part. 

The Gibb Trustees, to whose uniform courtesy and cordial 
co-operation the writer desires to pay a just tribute, have agreed 
to publish an Index to the five parts which have been issued. 
This will be modelled on the admirable Index to the Aghani, so 
as to some extent to serve in lieu of a translation. It will be 
preceded by a biography of the author (for which H. E. Ahmad 
Pasha Zekkihas supplied some excellent materials) anda collection 
of such emendations as have been suggested by various competent 
critics. 

It has been highly gratifying to the writer to find the value 
of Yaqit’s work generously appreciated by both Western and 
Eastern scholars. Among the latter he has especially to thank 
H. E. AHMAD PASHA ZEKKI, who has most kindly read the 
proofs of the latter half of this volume, and enriched the pages 
with many a valuable observation. Besides this he has collated 
the quotations from Abiwardi with the printed edition of the 
Diwan, which the writer did not then possess, and the account 
of Hatimi’s exposure of Mutanabbi with a Cairene MS. 
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